
 
 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF AU PAIRS LOOKING AFTER YOUNG CHILDREN 
 
 

1. Always listen to and respect the wishes of the parent(s) Never smack a child.  If you have a 
problem with a child Always speak to the parent(s). 

2. If you are out with children, it is your responsibility to make sure that the children are safe and 
cannot come to any harm.  ALWAYS hold the hand of a small child when you are in the street, 
crossing the road, or in a situation that could quickly become dangerous for a child. 

3. When you are looking after a child at home, never stay in your bedroom with the door shut, 
always be around the child, and accessible to the child.  Do not have music so loud that you 
cannot hear a child calling or crying. 

4. NEVER LEAVE A CHILD NEAR WATER UNATTENDED (I.E IN A BATH, 
PADDLING POOL, ETC. – not even to answer the door, or the telephone. 

5. When crossing the roads with a pram, pushchair, buggy, etc. never walk into the road near a 
parked vehicle, always cross the road where you can be seen. 

6. Your room is your own private place in the families home, however you must always be aware 
that small children do not understand this and may wander into your room, therefore keep pills, 
medicine, matches or anything dangerous out of reach from small children. (Lock them in 
suitcases, put them high up, etc.) 

7. Children put things in their mouth, up their nose, therefore if you see any small objects lying 
around, (even if its during your free time) pick them up and put them in a safe place, where 
small fingers cannot reach them. 

8. If you take small children to the park always be aware of any danger, on the swings, slides, 
roundabout, near water etc.  If you meet a friend at the park, always be aware that if you have 
the children of the family with you, then you are ‘ON DUTY’, and this is not the time to 
socialise with friends.  Your priority is the children. 

9. Never give small children any sweets, nuts or any other food before first asking the permission 
of the parents.  Some children have allergies to certain foods, which can be very dangerous to a 
small child. 
THE CHILDREN ARE YOUR RESPONSIBILITY WHEN THE PARENTS ARE OUT, AND 
AT THESE TIMES YOU ARE LIABLE FOR THEIR SAFETY. 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT IT IS A CRIMINAL OFFENCE IN THIS COUNTRY 
TO LEAVE CHILDREN UNDER 14 YEARS OF AGE ON THEIR OWN (FOR 
WHATEVER REASON) YOU MAY BE PROSECUTED BY THE POLICE, AND SENT 
BACK TO YOUR COUNTRY WITH A CRIMINAL RECORD IF YOU DO THIS. 
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